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Rummage sale
Saturday at church

NILES — The annual
rummage sale is set from 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday at
St. John’s United Church of
Christ, 601 Sycamore St.,
Niles. All proceeds from the
sale will go to Relay for
Life.

Class offered for
working parents

BERRIEN SPRINGS —
The Berrien Regional Edu-
cation Service Agency is of-
fering a class geared toward
working parents of young
children.

The meeting, called Par-
ents as Teachers, will be
from 6 to 8 p.m. Tuesday
at Bridgman Public Li-
brary, 4460 Lake St.,
Bridgman.

The class will provide
working mothers and fa-
thers with an opportunity
to network, discuss par-
enting issues and con-
cerns, and to share child-
rearing tips under the
guidance of a parent edu-
cator, according to a news
release.

The meeting is free and
open to the public.

Tyler at restaurant
on Saturday

LANSING — State Rep.
Sharon Tyler, R-Niles, will
be at the Prime Table
Restaurant, 1915 S. 11th
St., to meet with con-
stituents from 9 to 10 a.m.
Saturday. Appointments
aren’t necessary.

Residents who’d like to
talk to Tyler but are unable
to attend can reach her at
(888) 373-0078 or at
SharonTyler@house.mi.gov.

GOVERNMENT

Singer James to be
honored at Capitol

LANSING — “Hanky
Panky’’ in Lansing? It’ll be
that way next week when
former Niles resident Tom-
my James is honored on the
floor of the Michigan Sen-
ate.

State Sen. Ron Jelinek, R-
Three Oaks, said James, a
New York resident who with
his band The Shondells pro-
duced such songs as “Han-
ky Panky,’’ “Crimson &
Clover’’ and “Mony Mony,’’
will receive a special pre-
sentation for his contribu-
tions to music at 10 a.m.
Tuesday.

Born Tommy Jackson,
James recently published
his autobiography, “Me, the
Mob and the Music.’’ Al-
ready, the book has
spawned plans for a Broad-
way show and major mo-
tion picture.

Granholm signs
school pension bill

LANSING — Gov. Jen-
nifer Granholm has signed
school pension reform legis-
lation she says will save
more than $3 billion for
districts over the next
decade.

The legislation provides a
slightly enhanced pension
for up to 56,000 public
school employees who
choose to retire between Ju-
ly 1 and Sept. 1.

Also, beginning July 1, all
Michigan Public School
Employees’Retirement Sys-
tem workers will contribute
3 percent of their salary to
be deposited into a health
care trust. That’s in addi-
tion to what they already
contribute to the pension
system.

The legislative package
includes Senate Bill 1227
and HB 4073.

The bills signed Wednes-
day take immediate effect.
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thrive HERE. thrive MICHIANA.

The Michiana community is reshaping itself through research, innovation,
entrepreneurship and hard work. Follow the entire story at www.thriveMICHIANA.com 

Big things are happening.
Happening HERE. 

www.thriveMICHIANA.com 
 58993904

■þNew agency
to provide job
assistance,
counseling to
former inmates.
By TOM MOOR
Tribune Staff Writer

NILES — When Bill
Anderson was a sopho-
more in college, he found
himself in a game of
“mouse get cheese.”

The game consisted of
Anderson going into a
Cincinnati supermarket,
unwrapping and eating a
package of cheese and

running out of the store
as fast as he could.

Moments later, Ander-
son, now 51, was found
by police hiding behind a
nearby garbage can.

The incident was a
one- time fraternity
prank he was pressured
to do with other pledges
by members of a Univer-
sity of Cincinnati frater-
nity.

Serious matter
The consequences were

no laughing matter,
though. Anderson was
charged with armed rob-
bery because, according
to Ohio law at the time,

an officer had to use force
to make the apprehen-
sion. He was given a
$500 bond, sentenced to
30 days at a work-release
center, and he eventually
transferred to another
university.

Anderson went on to
receive both bachelor’s
and master’s degrees and
embarked on a success-
ful career in social ser-
vices in New York City,
but the incident in
Cincinnati still lives with
him today.

On several occasions —
the most recent in 2006

Marina sought at former strip club area

Tribune Photos/GENE KAISER

Brett Fairchild, a local ironworker apprentice, welds a side of one of the 96 swine pens the South Bend Ironworkers Local 292 are
constructing for the Berrien County Youth Fair set for Aug. 16-21.

■þIronworkers,
Berrien County
Youth Fair team
up for pigs.
By DOUGLAS FARMER
Tribune Staff Writer

Thanks to the generosi-
ty of local ironworkers, 8-
year-old Jacob Lohraff
does not need to worry
about his pig, Bugsy, es-
caping while on display at
the Berrien County Youth
Fair in August.

And Jacob’s mother,
Carey, won’t need to mend
Jacob’s jeans after he tears
them on Bugsy’s pen as he
has in the past.

Instead, the South Bend
Ironworkers Local 292 is
putting the finishing touch-
es on 96 new steel swine
pens, at no cost to the fair.

The BCYF Swine Com-

mittee has been working
on replacing the old pig
pens, dating back 25 years,
for five years now, but find-
ing the money for the pro-
ject has always been an is-

sue.The project picked up
urgency when limited ca-
pacity in the Swine Barn at
the fair resulted in some
pigs being displayed in
temporary pens in the

Sheep and Goat Barn, and
some of those pigs escap-
ing from their pens.

“A pig would occasion-
ally get out, but it would-
n’t get too far,” committee

member Dale Robson
said. “This is a project
we’ve been working on for
a long time. We’ve been
fundraising, and already
have probably a third of
the barn done with pens
similar to these.”

In fundraising, the fair
received grants from the
Hanson Family Foundation
and the Upton Foundation,
as well as donations and
discounted supplies from
Miller Welding Supply in
Grand Rapids, Niles
Chemical and Paint and
ATT Witt Galvanizing,
among others.The most vi-
tal contributions, manpow-
er and time, came from the
Ironworkers Local 292.

“In a time when it’s been
tough to get funding, every
little bit has been huge,”
BCYF Swine Project Chair-
woman Gaye Blind said.

South Bend Ironworkers Local 292 is constructing 96 new steel swine pens for
the Berrien County Youth Fair.

By NORMA LERNER
Tribune Correspondent

EDWARDSBURG — A
potential new owner for
the site and surrounding
beach area of the former
Escape Reality Strip Club
is seeking to build a mari-
na on what is now called
Pleasant Lake Resort in
Edwardsburg.

The building where the
club was housed has been
converted into a bar and
dance hall.

Now it’s possible there
could be more piers and
boats on Pleasant Lake.

A proposal to do so was
announced at the Ed-
wardsburg Village Council
this week.

Purchasing the bar is
Frank Massa of Evergreen
Land Holdings LLC, who
is buying it from current
owner Raymond Orna-
towski.

Massa is proposing a
marina to include 46
docks next to Lindbergh

Park, a public park at the
lake’s east side.

During the council
meeting, village attorney
William LaBre presented
an ordinance with deed re-
strictions about the sale of
the resort which he called
“tight” pertaining to the
establishment not becom-
ing a strip bar as it had
been.

Authorities shut down
the strip bar last year
when eight employees
were arrested on various

charges of prostitution,
lewd and lascivious con-
duct, possession of drugs
and one count of failing to
inform a partner of an
HIV status.

The council approved
the restrictions placed on
the site.

LaBre said the resolu-
tion with the deed restric-
tions was verified by the
village president, the po-
lice chief and himself.

“It’s progress. I am not
happy but satisfied. You

have a proposed deed giv-
ing land contract between
Ornatowski and the buyer.
The ordinance authorizes
us to accept delivery of the
deed with restrictions.
That’s it,” LaBre said.

It, however, does not al-
low village police to en-
force deed restrictions.

There will be a public
hearing at 6:30 p.m. June
17 at the Ontwa Township
Hall on whether the mari-
na proposal should be ap-
proved.

See POSSIBLE/B2

See PIG/B2

‘It’s Possible’ to offer leg up
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Bill Anderson, of Niles, is opening an agency called It’s
Possible Inc., geared toward helping people who have
recently been released from prison.

Bugsy the pig will be safe
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— Anderson has had to
jump through hoops while
explaining to potential em-
ployers about the incident
when it shows up on his
criminal record.

It hasn’t cost him a job to
date, but: “To this day it re-
ally bugs me,” said Ander-
son, a 1978 Niles High
School graduate. “I don’t
think it’s there anymore,
but it’s been amazing the
avenues I’ve had to take.”

A criminal record
If having a record from

decades earlier can make
life that tough on an edu-
cated person, how hard
would it be for someone
who just exited prison after
10 years with nothing to
their name, Anderson won-
dered.

“What about people that
don’t have an education,”
he said. “What do people
without the means do?”

It’s why in 2004 — the
second to last time he had
to explain himself — he en-
visioned one day coming
back to Niles and starting
an organization called It’s
Possible Inc., geared toward
helping formerly incarcerat-
ed people and at-risk youth
build stable lives and rein-
tegrate into their communi-
ties and society.

Anderson moved back

from New York to Niles ear-
lier this year and is starting
the organization at 1105 N.
Front St.

Working on a vision
Anderson said he hopes

to have the nonprofit oper-
ational in July and will of-
fer, among other programs,
employment readiness
training, job placement and
substance abuse/anger
management for recently
released prisoners. He is on-
ly weeks away from having
his substance abuse licens-
ing squared away.

There are very few agen-
cies out there that help pris-
oners after they are re-
leased, a reason so many
wind up right back in
prison, Anderson said. The
state-run Michigan Prison-
er Reentry Initiative pro-
gram primarily deals with
inmates in prison and only
takes the most high-risk
prisoners once they are re-
leased, he said.

At It’s Possible, everyone
is accepted.

Helping already
Anderson said he has

taken a few walk-ins al-
ready since moving into the
building in February. That
included a veteran who had
spent the past 30 years be-
hind bars, is blind in one
eye and didn’t know where
to go for help.

Giving such people the
services they need is a path
toward cutting down on re-

cidivism and “makes people
who have criminal records
feel good about themselves,
so they can contribute in
society,” Anderson said.

Anderson has been work-
ing with the Berrien Coun-
ty courts in hopes of help-
ing some of the inmates
once they are released. He
said he believes counseling
should be mandated once
inmates are released.

Anderson has paid for
everything himself thus far
as he awaits to hear back
about grant applications.
He already has teamed up
with the county’s Fresh
Start Prevention Program,
geared to prepare inmates
for successful re-entry with
a focus on substance abuse
recovery. Once those in the
program are released, they
may be recommended for
It’s Possible.

Anderson’s program will
have a therapist, education-
al vocational coordinator
and a director of outpatient
services.

Anderson, meanwhile, al-
so said he is hoping to meet
with area businesses about
having a program set up for
them to hire people who
have successfully complet-
ed It’s Possible.

CYAN MAGENTA YELLOW BLACK   EDITION 50R

B2 South Bend Tribune MI Thursday, May 20, 2010

 IRISH BASEBALL IRISH BASEBALL
 All games held at Frank Eck Stadium
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9
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 Last home series! 
 ND vs. Louisville 

 Thursday the 20th at 6pm
 - Free 2010 Trading Cards sponsored 

 by Service Printers

 Friday the 21st at 6pm 
 - Free 16 oz. ND Baseball Glasses sponsored 

 by The Inn at Saint Mary’s

 Saturday the 22nd at 1pm 
 - Free ND Baseball t-shirts sponsored by 

 Memorial Sports Medicine Institute 

 For ticket information call 574-631-7356

 Tickets: $5 for adults and $3 for youth.
 Purchase at ticket window day of game or call (574) 631-7356. 

 Promotional items available while supplies last.

Dr. Joseph Glazier, MD
Fibromayalgia

The Real Story

Please RSVP to 574-255-1400

1625 E. Jefferson Blvd. 
Mishawaka, In 46545

* Presentation on living with    
   Fibromayalgia and alternative 
   treatments.

• Date & Time:
  May 25th
  10:00am - Noon

• Lunch will be provided to all
  who RSVP by May 21st

Featuring:

59020306

 Join us EVERY Wednesday 
 at 2:30 for  

 Educational Seminars

 No RSVP  Needed - Everyone is Welcome!
 May 26th • Dave Wise, Author -  Treasure Hunting

 Mark your 

 Calendar!

 Special Events - Seating is Limited - RSVP 247-1552

 May 20th - 10:30am-1:30pm   •  Health & Wealth Seminar, Lunch Served

 May 28th - 2:00pm   •  Memorial Day Service to honor our Veterans

 www.waterfordatedisonlakes.com

 1025 Park Place • Mishawaka, IN 46545
 (574) 247-1552

 ®

 A Capital Senior Living Community

 59
14

69
01

59147301

620 W. Edison Rd., Suite 130
Mishawaka, IN
(574) 256-2929

www.edgertonstravel.com

Moor Travels 
With Bill

Hosted by popular columnist Bill Moor
Reserve early, don’t be disappointed.

England, Scotland & Wales
July 12-22

Travel across the pond to merry old England.  
See London in-depth and also the countryside 

including Salisbury, Bath and Stonehenge.  You’ll 
also visit Cardiff in Wales before traveling to 

Scotland for three nights.

Baseball, baseball, baseball
August 18-21

Join Bill to see the Chicago Cubs, the Peoria 
Chiefs, the Iowa Cubs and the Field of Dreams, 

plus much more.

Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta
October 5-12

Edgerton’s has arranged for you to take a balloon 
fl ight during this wonderful fi esta in New Mexico. 
You’ll have exclusive admission to the Gondola 

Club during the events. Plus tours at the Turquoise 
Museum, walking tour of Sante Fe, driving tour of 

Route 66 and a visit to the Taos Pueblo, a 
World Heritage Site.

Back in 2011
by Popular Demand

Yellowstone, Tetons & Mt. Rushmore
June 15-24, 2011

Amtrak will take you to Denver and then your 
journey will begin to Mt. Rushmore, the Badlands, 
Devils Tower, the Tetons and Yellowstone. Enjoy 

natural beauty, wonders of nature, cowboy history 
and even a river fl oat trip.

Other Exclusive
Edgerton’s Tours

Cruise Tours
New England Cruise
September 17-27

Hawaiian Islands Cruise
Jan. 26-Feb. 6, 2011

Mexican Riviera Cruise
Feb. 16 - 26, 2011

Motorcoach Tours
•Few Seats Left• 

Indy 500
May 30

A Taste of Wisconsin
August 22-25

Branson in the Fall
October 13-18

Fall Colors of New England
October 10-18
New York City

Oct. 28 - Nov. 1
Branson Christmas

Nov. 17-22
Capital Christmas

Dec. 9-14

See more details of these and other 
tours by visiting us on-line at:

www.edgertonstravel.com

59156802

ARTS & CRAFTS 
& More!

River Park Festival
Saturday 9am-3pm

In front of old River Park Theater

Council seeking ban on K2
■ Product that
produces high
like pot is now
legal.
By ERIN BLASKO
Tribune Staff Writer

SOUTH BEND — Mem-
bers of the South Bend
Common Council have
launched a campaign to
ban the sale of K2 or Spice,
a synthetic herb-based

product sold legally across
the counter and over the
Internet.

According to a news re-
lease, a meeting of the
Health and Public Safety
Committee has been called
for Monday afternoon to
discuss the issue.

The product, which re-
portedly produces a high
similar to marijuana, al-
ready has been banned in
several states, and officials in
Elkhart have asked retailers
to stop stocking the product.

In South Bend, at least
one retailer currently car-
ries K2, Common Council
President Derek Dieter
said, and residents have ex-
pressed concern about its
possible spread.

“There are some states
that have banned it, and
that’s what we’re looking
to do,” Dieter said.

Whether the Common
Council has the authority
to ban K2 is another mat-
ter, since the active ingredi-
ent in the product, a chem-

ical compound similar in
effect to THC, is technical-
ly legal in Indiana.

Dieter said Common
Council members plan to
discuss the matter with the
city attorney and also with
local police.

On Tuesday, a Tribune re-
porter visited the South
Bend store where the prod-
uct is reportedly sold. The
store owner was not avail-
able for comment, and the
product did not appear to
be on display.

However, a woman who
answered the phone at the
store later in the day con-
firmed the store carried
“Mr. Smiley,” another name
for K2. She said it cost $10.

Monday’s meeting will
take place on the fourth
floor of County-City Build-
ing.A time has not yet been
set.

Staff writer Erin Blasko:
eblasko@sbtinfo.com
(574) 235-6187

Goshen
upgrades
warning
system
By ED ERNSTES
WSBT-TV Reporter

GOSHEN — The City
Council has signed off on
using $225,000 from a
rainy day fund to upgrade
the city’s tornado warning
system.

The current system has
been in place for 15 years.

“The siren heads them-
selves are OK, but the elec-
tronics leading up to it are
all shot, so that has to be re-
built,” Mayor Allan Kauff-
man said. “Plus, the city has
grown a lot in the last 15
years, so our reach isn’t all
the way to the edge of the
city.”

He says dead spots exist
in the city where sirens are
not heard.

“Every time we test the
tornado warning system,
there is one or two that
aren’t functioning right and
we have to go out and repair
them,” Kauffman said. “So
it’s just time to update it.”

The city plans to upgrade
and enhance the 10 existing
sirens in the city and add
seven more in the sur-
rounding areas.

The move meets the ap-
proval of several Goshen
residents.

“Of course, we never
know when something is
coming too far in advance
and so anytime you can get
advance warning, it’s going
to help you prepare for
whatever may be coming
your way,” said Denny
Miller, of Goshen.
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“This donation has
been phenomenal. The
ironworkers were a huge
help.”

The ironworkers have
spent hundreds of hours
cutting, welding and as-
sembling the pens, which
will house 192 pigs for
the fair. Ironworker ap-
prentices have done the
work on the pens, help-
ing them hone their
craft.

“This is very impor-
tant (for the appren-
tices),” Ironworkers Lo-
cal 292 instructor Joe
Novacek said. “This is
good training, definite-
ly something worth-
while.”

Finding the time be-
tween their classes and

required community ser-
vice has been difficult for
the 48 apprentices, No-
vacek said, but anytime
they had free time, they
worked on some of the
6,500 cuts and welds in-
volved in the project. His
faith in the quality of
work leads to an en-
dorsement that excites
Jacob.

“I’m very confident
there won’t be any pigs
escaping from these,” No-
vacek said, as he expects
to see them in use when
he visits the Aug. 16-21
fair with his 2-year-old
son.

Another benefit of
the pens is the added
capacity they will pro-
vide for the fair, which
surely    Jacob appreci-
ates.

“I’m excited because
(the pens will) be new
and better than the oth-
er ones,” the exhibitor
said. “We’ll have more
pigs.”

And Bugsy will be se-
cured.

Staff writer Douglas Farmer:
dfarmer@sbtinfo.com
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Group
builds
pens
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