
■ Mrs. Stewart vanished
from parents’ Colon Twp.
home on April 26.
By DOUGLAS FARMER
Tribune Staff Writer

CENTREVILLE, Mich. — Nearly
two months after Venus Stewart dis-
appeared, Michigan
State Police arrest-
ed and charged on
Tuesday her es-
tranged husband
with her murder.

Venus Stewart
went missing from
her parents’ home
in Colon Township
about 8 a.m. April
26, and the first
and only name po-
lice identified as a person of interest
was her estranged husband, Dou-
glas Stewart. Early in June, the po-
lice determined Douglas Stewart
had been in Michigan the morning
of his wife’s disappearance, before
returning to his residence in Virginia
that night.

“We’ve been working on this and
compiling a lot of evidence against
Mr. Stewart in this case,” said Lt.
Mike Risko of the White Pigeon
Post. “The issue being we don’t have
(the victim), so we had to be extra
diligent in producing the evidence to
hand to the prosecutor to take this to
court.”
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Blogger Mike Petrucelli visits the
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thrive HERE. thrive MICHIANA.

The Michiana community is reshaping itself through research, innovation,
entrepreneurship and hard work. Follow the entire story at www.thriveMICHIANA.com 

Big things are happening.
Happening HERE. 
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Petraeus taking Afghan helm

Husband
charged
in wife’s
slaying

IRS puts $10,000 lien on Zorich’s charity 

Gen. Stanley
McChrystal
arrives
Wednesday 
at the White
House in
Washington
for a meeting
with
President
Barack
Obama.
AP Photo
EVAN VUCCI

Stewart

See CHARGED/A5

■ Former Bear
admits paperwork
backlogged, funds
must be disbursed.
By JARED S. HOPKINS
Chicago Tribune

CHICAGO — At the height of
his career with the Chicago Bears
in the mid-’90s, Chris Zorich was
perhaps better known for the
work of his charity than for his
tackling skills on the gridiron:
Thanksgiving turkeys for needy
families, holiday toy drives, col-

lege scholarships for troubled
kids.

But today the Chris Zorich
Charitable Foundation is in disar-
ray. The former Notre Dame All-
American and current Notre
Dame employee acknowledges he
lost track of the charity’s finances
several years ago and has not got-
ten around to disbursing the hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars that
remained.

In April, the Internal Revenue
Service filed a $10,000 lien
against the charity. And the Illi-
nois attorney general’s office,
which canceled the charity’s reg-
istration six years ago, said it was

trying to reach Zorich regarding
the charity’s operations after the
Chicago Tribune asked about its
status.

The foundation reported
$864,645 in assets on its 2002
tax return, apparently the last one
filed. Zorich said he forgot about
the money and assumes it’s still
there. When the Chicago Tribune
asked to see a bank statement
listing the funds, Zorich respond-
ed that he did not have one avail-
able.

Zorich, who retired from the
NFL in 1997 and now works in
the University of Notre Dame’s
athletic office, said the charity

closed in 2008 and last
accepted donations
around 2005. He said he
was surprised to hear
that www.chriszorich.org
lists an address to mail
donations.

Zorich said he had as-
sumed that the charity’s
former executive director
had filed tax returns for
the years after 2002 and was
shocked to hear otherwise from
the Chicago Tribune.

“I was kind of concentrating on
other things, not necessarily that
the foundation was up to par,” he
said in a recent interview. “To find

out things weren’t in or-
der is kind of shocking to
me.”

Many high-profile pro-
fessional athletes pub-
licly declare their inten-
tion to give something
back to the community.
The organizations do
charitable work while al-
so offering another con-

nection with fans and positive
media coverage. But as Zorich’s
story suggests, the efforts can run
into trouble if they are not man-
aged correctly.

Zorich

See CHARITY/A5

59-ALL?! Record-setting match
suspended again at Wimbledon.

GOLDEN GOAL
U.S. nips Algeria to 
advance in World Cup.
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■ Obama ends
role of McChrystal
after Rolling
Stone remarks.
By SCOTT WILSON
and MICHAEL D. SHEAR
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON —
President Barack Obama
dismissed Gen. Stanley Mc-
Chrystal on Wednesday af-
ter concluding that his mil-
itary chief in Afghanistan

had badly damaged the
chain of command and
could no longer work effec-
tively with the civilian lead-
ership at a crucial moment
in the war.

White House officials
said Obama’s decision,
made over a tense 40
hours, pitted his desire to
retain a talented general
who designed the Afghan
strategy against the impor-
tance of preserving the au-
thority of the commander
in chief. Ultimately, his de-

cision to turn over the
Afghan command to Gen.
David Petraeus allowed the
president to keep his war
strategy intact, given Pe-
traeus’ key role in formu-
lating it last year, and
changed the calculus of a

choice that once seemed to
have no political upside.

Obama’s dismissal of
McChrystal, 55, calmed
fears within his own party
that he might look weak if
he refused to confront the
general. Meanwhile, Pe-
traeus’ appointment, ex-
pected to sail through the
Senate confirmation
process, drew praise from
congressional Republi-
cans, who provide crucial

Inside
A former aide
remembers Petraeus as
the “Energizer general.”
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Just when area utility
companies seemed on
the brink of restoring
power to all area
customers after last
week’s storm, they
faced a new collection
of daunting outage
figures after
Wednesday night’s
weather.
Indiana & Michigan
Power Co. customers
without power, as of
late Wednesday night:
■ South Bend, 5,800

■ Elkhart, 2,300
■ LaPorte, 2,900
■ Buchanan, 300
■ Benton Harbor, 300
■ Three Rivers, 800
NIPSCO customers:
■ Goshen, 4,687
■ LaPorte, 5,919
■ Michigan City, 3,808
■ South Bend, Elkhart,
not available.
Toll-free telephone
numbers to call for
information:
■ I&M (in Indiana):
(800) 311-4634

■ I&M (in Michigan):
(800) 311-6424
■ NIPSCO: (800) 464-
7726
■ Kosciusko County
REMC: (800) 790-7362
■ Midwest Energy
Cooperative: (800)
492-5989
For the latest updates,
go online to
www.southbend
tribune.com, where
links to the various
power companies’
websites are available.

Another round of power outages

Storms slam area again

Tribune Photo/GENE KAISER

A tree came down on a house in the 600 block of 28th Street in South Bend on Wednesday night as the Michiana area was hit
by severe storms for the second time in less than a week. Three people in the house reportedly were taken to an area hospital
with minor injuries, including a 17-year-old girl and a 3-year-old boy.

■ More damage
as I&M crews
wrap up work
from Friday.
By MARY KATE MALONE
Tribune Staff Writer

Five days after a string of
storms pummeled the
Michiana area, another
round of severe weather
moved through the region
Wednesday night — once
again knocking down trees
and power lines.

A tornado reportedly
touched down in eastern

Elkhart County.
There were also reports

of funnel clouds sighted in
St. Joseph County (Ind.)
and Goshen, including one
that apparently lifted debris
30 feet in the air.

Wednesday’s storm, like
Friday’s, had wind gusts
that reached up to 90 miles
per hour, officials said.

But the recent storm was
not as widespread as Fri-
day’s, which dealt major
damage to a much larger
area, said WSBT chief me-
teorologist Rick Mecklen-
burg.

See STORMS/A2
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SACRAMENTO, Calif.
(MCT) — The head of the
California Senate and mi-
nority lawmakers unveiled
a resolution Wednesday
urging a boycott of Arizona
to protest its new police im-
migration law.

Sen. Gil Cedillo, a Democ-
rat, said 44 legislators have
agreed to co-sponsor his Sen-
ate Concurrent Resolution
113. It urges, but does not
mandate,an end to California
public entities investing or
doing business in Arizona.

The measure also recom-
mends not traveling to Ari-
zona and calls on private
businesses to consider sev-
ering business ties with the
state.

Arizona’s new law requires
police officers to ask for proof
of legal status if they have
“reasonable suspicion” that
someone they stop could be
an illegal immigrant.

The law, scheduled to take
effect July 29, faces legal
challenges by critics who be-
lieve it is unconstitutional.

Senate President Pro Tem

Darrell Steinberg, a Demo-
crat, joined Latino, Asian,
black and gay lawmakers
outside the Capitol in sup-
port of the resolution.

“The proponents of the
Arizona law don’t tell you
the whole story,” he said.
“They tell you, well, this is
only directed at those who
are in this country illegally.
Not true.”

Arizona Gov. Jan Brewer
has said officers are being
instructed not to use eth-
nicity as a reason to ask to
inquire about legal status.
But a number of Arizona
police chiefs have expressed
concern that officers will be
forced to engage in racial
profiling.

The resolution urges the
California Public Employ-
ees’ Retirement System and
the California State Teach-
ers’ Retirement System to
stop new investments in
Arizona until the law is re-
pealed. It also urges Major
League Baseball not to con-
sider Arizona for hosting
the 2011 All-Star Game.

Once investigators placed
Douglas Stewart in Michi-
gan at the time of his wife’s
disappearance, they turned
their search to Virginia for a
person who had imperson-
ated Douglas Stewart for
two days.

“We believe that he was
pretending to be Mr. Stew-
art or impersonating Mr.
Stewart at a number of dif-
ferent businesses,” Risko
said. “Paying bills, drawing
funds, things of that na-
ture.”

Police identified Richard
Spencer as the imperson-
ator, and located and ques-
tioned him Tuesday morn-
ing. Risko said Spencer has
been cooperative, and “gave
us some much-needed in-
formation, filling in the

gaps.”That information led
to Douglas Stewart’s arrest
Tuesday about 7 p.m. near
his parents’home in Fulton,
Mich. He is now being held
at the St. Joseph County
(Mich.) jail.

Douglas Stewart faces
charges of open murder and
conspiracy to commit homi-
cide. An arraignment hear-
ing Wednesday afternoon
set his bond at $4 million
cash/surety and a prelimi-
nary hearing date of July 1.

Risko said the charges
Spencer could face have not
been determined.

“Right now he has been
very cooperative, so it de-
pends on if he remains co-
operative.”

Police are searching in a
five-mile radius from the lo-
cation of Venus Stewart’s
disappearance for her body.

Staff writer Douglas Farmer:
dfarmer@sbtinfo.com
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Smart phone.
Smarter value.

Comparable smartphone 

plans from the other guys

start at $91.98.*

• 450 minute plan – $39.99

• Unlimited text – add $20.00

• 2GB limited data plan – add $25.00

• GPS navigation services – add $6.99

Smartphone plans from 
Sprint start at $69.99.

• Unlimited calls to ANY mobile phone, 

 on ANY U.S. network, ANYTIME – included

• Unlimited text – included

• Unlimited Web – included

• GPS navigation services – included

**Monthly charges exclude taxes, Sprint Surcharges (incl. USF charge of up to 13.6% [varies quarterly], Administrative Charge [up to $1.99/line/mo.], Regulatory Charge [$0.20/line/mo.] and state/local fees by area.) Sprint Surcharges are not taxes or government-required charges and are subject 
to change. Details: sprint.com/taxesandfees.

*Comparison based on publicly available information as of 6/22/10. May require up to a $36 activation fee/line, credit approval and deposit. Up to a $200 early termination fee per line applies. HTC EVO 4G: Requires $10 Premium Data Add-on. Optional $29.99/mo. Sprint Mobile Hotspot add-on required to access Wi-Fi on 
device --no discounts apply. Allows photo & video playback on an HD capable auxiliary device but it does not provide HD playback directly on the phone. Accessory cable available separately. Everything Data Plan: Includes shared 1,500 Anytime Minutes per month (for calling landline, indirect, etc.) Additional Anytime Minutes: 
up to $0.40/min. Nights: Mon.–Thurs. 7pm–7am; Weekends: Fri. 7pm–Mon. 7am. Partial minutes charged as full minutes. Any Mobile, Anytime (AMA): Applies when directly dialing/receiving standard voice calls between domestic wireless numbers as determined when the call is placed using independent third-party and Sprint 
databases. Standard roaming rates/restrictions apply. Only available with select Sprint plans and while on the Nationwide Sprint or Nextel National Networks (excludes calls to voicemail, 411 and other indirect methods). Data: Premium content/downloads (games, ringers, songs, certain channels, etc.) are additional charge. Usage 
Limitation:  Sprint may terminate service if (1) more than 800 minutes, (2) a majority of minutes or (3) a majority of kilobytes in a given month are used while roaming. Other terms: Offers not available in all markets/retail locations or for all phones/networks. Pricing, offer terms, fees & features may vary for existing customers not 
eligible for Sprint Premier.  These benefits are not transferable and may not be combined with other offers. Coverage not available everywhere. The Nationwide Sprint Network reaches over 276 million people. The 3G Sprint Mobile Broadband Network reaches over 258 million people. Offers not available in all markets/retail locations 
or for all phones/networks. Pricing, offer terms, fees and features may vary for existing customers not eligible for upgrade. Other restrictions apply. See store or sprint.com for details. ©2010 Sprint. Sprint and the logo are trademarks of Sprint. Other marks are the property of their respective owners.  

SOUTH BEND

Martin’s Plaza

2031 South Bend Ave.

574-277-7727

MISHAWAKA

4615 Grape Rd 

Next to Outback Steakhouse 

574-243-2100

GOSHEN

2909 County Home Road

In front of Aldi’s, behind 

Walgreens

574-875-0750

STORE HOURS

Mon.-Sat.  .  . 9am-8pm

Sun.  .  .  .  .  . 12pm-5pm

Se habla Español

SOUTH BEND

Sprint Store Express

52991 SR993

574-243-8900

GRANGER

Sprint Store Express

109 E. University Dr.

574-271-8066

ELKHART

Sprint Store Express

1416 Cassopolis

574-264-6345

MISHAWAKA

Sprint Store Express

University Park Mall

6501 Grape Rd.

574-277-4367

MISHAWAKA

Sprint Store Express

1033 W. Edison Rd.

574-258-9000

LA PORTE

Sprint Store Express

1237 N. State Rd. 39

219-324-9948

Sprint Stores: Preferred Retailers:

59146201

Get the entire story at

thrivemichiana.com
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Happening HERE. 

 59231003

906 W. Edison, Mishawaka • 574-257-1711• 800-796-1711 • www.firstfederalbanking.com

Friday, June 25 8:30 to 5

Free Paper Shredding

Go Green With Us On

Customer Appreciation Day

$100 for 
Go Green Checking

We have 
gifts for you
and lunch,

too. Join us!

Register for
a chance to

win a
42”
Flat

Screen
TV **

First Federal
Savings Bank

* Limit one Go Green Checking Account special per household, available for personal accounts only June 25, 
2010 at First Federal Savings Bank in Mishawaka. Go Green Checking requires a minimum opening deposit of 
$150, email statements instead of paper statements, and either direct deposit or automatic payment withdrawals. The 
Annual Percentage Yield is .25%. The rate is subject to change at any time. Fees may reduce earnings on the 
account. The $100 will be deposited into the account after 90 days, and will be reported to the IRS as interest. 
First Federal reserves the right to refuse any deposit. Customer must be present to open the account. Ask the 
new accounts representative for other options.
**No obligation necessary. You need not be present to win. You must be at least 18 years old to enter. First 
Federal Savings Bank employees and their families are not eligible to win. The winner will receive an IRS form 1099.

MEMBER
FDIC

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

First Federal will deposit $100 into your new account after you open a Go Green 
Checking Account during Customer Appreciation Day.* Go Green Checking pays 
20¢ for each debit card purchase, and reimburses your account up to $25 each 
month to cover fees from any ATM in the country.

Shredding bins provided by Rapid Shred will be in our parking 
lot and at your disposal during Customer Appreciation Day. 
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...to their sales team. Frank invites all 
his friends and past customers to stop 
by Lochmandy Motors for a great deal 
on a car or truck today!

920 N. Nappanee St. • Elkhart
674-6306 • 264-1174

Welcomes...

Frank Grennes

Frank Grennes

59328802

Some of Chicago sports’
biggest stars — Michael
Jordan and Mike Ditka
among them — had trou-
ble operating the charities
they founded. Sammy
Sosa, in a rare but extreme
example, closed his foun-
dation after the director
was found to have mishan-
dled money. Cubs Hall of
Famer Ryne Sandberg
parted ways from a charity
bearing his name, and a
year later a lack of money
forced it to dissolve.

“There’s this conception
that in philanthropy —
that in doing good — it will
all take care of itself. It will
not,” said Greg Johnson,
executive director of the
Sports Philanthropy Pro-
ject, who consults and ad-
vises teams and athletes on
philanthropic work. “It’s a
business, and if you don’t
tend to your business, it’ll
fall apart. If you didn’t do
your workouts all the time
you wouldn’t be very effec-
tive on the field.”

A south-sider who be-
came an All-American line-
man at Notre Dame, Zorich
founded his charity in
1993, two years after being
drafted by the Bears, to
honor the mother who
raised him on a $250
monthly paycheck.

During his seven NFL
seasons, including six in
Chicago, Zorich received
many accolades and
awards for helping disad-
vantaged children. Tax re-
turns from 2000, 2001 and
2002 show the foundation
spent more than $130,000
annually on programs. In

each year, the group spent
more than 65 percent of its
expenses on programs, ex-
ceeding the voluntary stan-
dard set by the Better Busi-
ness Bureau.

“Our big event was our
food drive. Sometimes
Mom and I didn’t have
food in the house, and we’d
have to go through garbage
sometimes to get food,”
said Zorich, who in May
was recognized by a Chica-
go Croatian group for his
charity work. “We wound
up getting great sponsors
and we wound up feeding,
I want to say it was 1,500
people a year.”

Zorich, who has a law
degree from Notre Dame
but said he did not pass the
bar exam, currently serves
as Notre Dame’s manager
of youth programming and
community outreach, as-
sisting with contracts and
scheduling.

Problems for the charity
began in 2002, when it
failed to submit an annual
report to the Illinois attor-
ney general on time, ac-
cording to the attorney
general’s office. By the time
the report was filed two
years later, the registration
had been canceled, barring
the charity from soliciting
donations in Illinois.

Zorich said he was aware
the registration was can-
celed but had assumed the
foundation’s executive di-
rector, Barbara Singer, who
also was his cousin, had
eventually filed the correct
paperwork and resolved
the matter.The charity con-
tinued to operate, he said.

According to the IRS
master business file from
GuideStar, an independent
nonprofit that posts tax re-
turns for U.S. nonprofits
online, the foundation’s last
federal tax return covers
June 2002 through May
2003.The IRS office didn’t
receive the return until

2007, according to the doc-
ument’s time stamp.

“Things started to get a
little shaky in like 2004,”
Zorich said. He said the
foundation continued solic-
iting donations until some-
time in 2005.

Zorich said operating the
charity was complicated by
Singer’s battle with cancer
and the death of her hus-
band. He said he did not
bring in additional volun-
teers or employees to help
handle the finances over
fear that Singer would
think he viewed her death
as imminent.

“I didn’t want to make
her feel like I thought she
was dying, to put it blunt-
ly,” Zorich said.

Singer’s death in January
2008, he said, left him
grieving and distracted.
Zorich put documents in
storage and, he recalled,
promised himself to remem-
ber to distribute the assets.

“As I packed everything
in the storage I was like,
‘Eventually we need to get
to this because we have
$800,000 in there and ob-
viously some not-for-profits
could benefit from it,’ ” he
said.

Tax-exempt organiza-
tions that dissolve are re-
quired to disburse their
money, usually to other
charities. Zorich said he
would hire an accounting
firm to sort through the fi-
nances and help distribute
any remaining assets. He
told the Chicago Tribune he
had not yet heard from the
attorney general’s office.

“Our goal is to bring the
organization into compli-
ance so that financial infor-
mation on the organization
is available for potential
donors to review and for
the protection of the orga-
nization’s charitable as-
sets,” said Robyn Ziegler,
spokeswoman for Attorney
General Lisa Madigan.

“Compliance helps us de-
termine that an organiza-
tion’s charitable assets are
used appropriately.”

On April 9, the IRS is-
sued a $10,000 lien against
the foundation in connec-
tion with its tax return
from eight years ago, the
last one to be filed. Zorich
said he was not certain of
the reason, and the IRS
does not comment on such
actions.

Tax-exempt groups that
are required to file an an-
nual return and fail to do
so for three consecutive
years can lose their status
— meaning income be-
comes taxed and contribu-
tions to charitable organi-
zations are no longer tax-
deductible. Penalties for
failure to file can be as
much as $100 per day, up
to $50,000 maximum.

The IRS said it still con-
siders the Zorich charity
tax-exempt.

Zorich said he hasn’t lo-
cated any documents in his
storage unit to explain the
lien or the assets. He said
it’s easy to get distracted
during the search.

“It’s one of those things
where you run across art-
work that we got from kids
and you’re like, ‘I remem-
ber that, I remember that,’
and all of a sudden it’s time
for the storage unit to close
and to come back the next
day,” he said.
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Charity:
Problems
for Zorich

“There’s this
conception that in
philanthropy —
that in doing good
— it will all take
care of itself. It
will not.”

Greg Johnson,
executive director 

of the Sports
Philanthropy Project

California lawmakers
push Arizona boycott
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